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INAL ESTONIAN ELECTION RESULTS. The National Election Commission announced on 9 
larch the official results of the 5 March parliament elections, Reuters reported Voter turnout was 
45770. or 68.9% of the electorate The Coalition Party and Rural Union alliance won 41 
landates E 

1 the 101-strong parliament, the. Reform Party 19, the Center Party 16, Pro Patria and the 
stonian National independence Party union eight the Moderates and Our Home Is Estonia six 
ach; and the Rightists five. Coalition Party Chairman Tit Vahi Keld talks--which he described as 
sOlitical consultations" and not coalition negotiations--with Reform Party and Center Party 
airmen Siim Kallas and Edgar Savissar Vahi asked the two leaders to give him in writing the 
rinciples they aim to adhere to in the government. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc 


ATVIA PASSES VALUE-ADDED TAX BILL. The Saeima on 9 March passed a bill replacing the 
urrent turnover tax by a value-added tax, BNS reported. The bill, which will go into effect on 1 
ay, retains the same level of taxation (18%) The difference between the two taxes is that both 
hysica! and juridical entities previous!y exempt from taxation Owing to losses incurred must Pay 
AT Farmers and fishermen who send their own goods to processing enterprises can qualify for 
ompensation for goods whose raw materials purchase INCI ded VAT payment. -- Saulius Girmius 
IMR!, tne 


ITHUANIA, ICELAND INITIAL FREE TRADE AGREEMENT. Audrus Navikas, the director of 
he Lithuanian Foreign Ministry's Economics Department, and Biorgin Gudmundsson, director of 
he Icelandic Foreign Ministry's Foreign Trade Department, initialed a free trade agreement on 9 
farch in Vilnius. BNS-reported’ The agreement, which will become the basis for a trade and 
sconomic cooperation accord, liberalizes fish trade and expands ties in fishing between the two 


sountries -- Saulus Girnius, OMRI, Inc 
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